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It is demonstrable that the OT text does not meet the criteria of
preservation by majority rule—nor, in fact, of preservation at all
in some places. A number of readings that only occur in versions
or are found only in one or two early Qumran MSS have
indisputable claim to authenticity over against the errant
majority. Moreover in many places all the extant witnesses are so
corrupt that conjectural emendation has to be employed.
Significantly, many (but not all) such conjectures have been
vindicated by the discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls.
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